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TAIPEl WENCHANG TEMPLE
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No. 2-1, Alley 9, Lane 45, Minsheng W. Road, Taipei
TEL: 886-2-2521-0366  FAX: 886-2-2571-8424

www.wenchang.org.tw
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The statue of Lord of Wen Chang in this temple was brought by a businessman
from China during Japanese Occupation when he came to Taiwan for business. In
the beginning, he worshiped this statue day and night. however; after his business
failure, he had no intent to worship this status and placed it in a forest. One day,
around dusk, a woman accidentally found this statue but had no ideas of this
God’s name. After she went back to home, she called some volunteers to move
this statue back. One of volunteers recognized this statue is Lord Wen Chang of
Academic Study. Then, people decided to build up a temple, locating on Lane 45,
Minsheng W. Road, to worship this statue, which was deemed as God'’s will.

Since then, the believers come to this temple to pray and most of their wishes
come true, especially for those who pray for career success. Due the limited
capacity of temple can’t afford more and more believers’ visits, the temple
was enlarged in spring 1960, but still constructed as temporary house with
asbestos tile. Since the original location is on the Mass Rapid Transit line, the
Taipei Government approbated to move the temple in Ming-Xiang Park at
Chuangshan Area. With the fund raised by the Fourth Administration Board and
assistance from volunteers Ji Zhen Zhou, Kuei Ren Chen and Sheng Fu Zheng,
who coordinated and handled the temple reconstruction plan, the temple was
reconstructed in March 1992 and finished at the end of the same year.
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1. Naming of Star:

According to the Celestial Scripture, the Wen Chang Six Stars, in front of Northern
Dipper Leader, line in the shape of half-moon, and each of them has its own name.
The Six Stars symbolize six distinct Gods to administrate the world of mortals: Shang
Jiang (means “the general of military”), Chi Jiang (means “the vice general of
military”), Kuei Siang (means “the deity of culture”), Si Ming (means “the deity of
longevity in charge of life”), Si Chung (means “deity of central who administrates
disasters”) and Si Lu (means “the deity of prosperity who manages wealth”).

2. Naming of God :

Wen Chang is the naming of God-- Lord Wen Chang of Academic Study, also names
as Lord Zi Tong. Lord Wen Chang’s original name is Chang Ya, born in Jiangsu in the
Jin Dynasty. Several years later, he moved to West Sichuan and settled down in Qiqu
Shan at Zitong County. Lord Wen Chang, a devout Taocism, has intelligent talents
and correctitude. With broad and profound knowledge, he becomes a grand master
specialized in culture and education. After he died, the posterity built up a temple
named “Qing Zu Guan” to express the gratitude of his devotion. The Lord Emperor of
the Heavenly Realm conferred him as Lord of Zi Tong.
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The WenChang Temple reveres and worships four subsidiary deities:
Lord WenChang of Academic Study, Lord Kui Xing of Academic Study,
Lord Zhu Yi of Academic Study and Lord Emperor Guan Yu.

Lord WenChang of Academic Study

Lord Wen Chang administrates academic study and records scholarly honor or official
rank in mortal world. He has intelligent talents and correctitude as well as devotes
himself to the culture and education so he was respected by civilians and conferred by
every Emperor. There is a saying “If Confucius presents North region, and Wen Chang
is the one who presents South region.” He is the presenter of Chinese traditional
culture, Confucianism, and Taoism. Also, he is the God that students and intellectuals
often worship.

Lord Kui Xing of Academic Study

Lord Kui Xing is also called as Scholar Wen Kui. Per the imperial civil service
examination system in ancient China, the “Jinshi” (presented imperial scholar) must
stand on the stone board engraving with dragon and Chinese soft-shelled turtle in
the center of palace to be informed the final candidate list. The Lord Kui Xing carries
carpenter’s ink marker on his one hand and a writing brush on the other, which means
he uses the writing brush to point out who are the candidates, so as to the saying “The
candidate Kui Xing points is the champion.” This also presents a good sign that the
learned surpass all the others.

Lord Zhu Yi of Academic Study

Lord Zhu Yi also can be called as “Emperor Zhu Yi” and “Scholar Zhu Yi.” According
to legend, this God is dressed in red and in charge of exams and fame. Many Wen
Chang temples in Taiwan worship Lord Wen Chang and Lord Zhu Yi, both of whom
administrate academic study. Per the legend, in the Song Dynasty, the scholar Ouyang
Xiu, serving as the chief examiner, often got the indications from a God dressed in
red and determined the candidates when he saw the God nodding with permit.
Accordingly, Ouyang Xiu wrote a poem that goes “The articles has no credentials
unless Zhu Yi nodded with admission since then.”

Lord Emperor Guan Yu

Lord Emperor Guan Yu is respectfully called as “Guan Gong.” Everyone is very familiar
with the characters inside the Three Kingdoms-Liu Bei, Zhang Fei and Guan Yun
Chang (Guan Gong). Guan Gong is a man of great virtue with faith and braveness
so he is highly respected and admired by people. Thus, this palace is also a civil-and-
military temple.

Lord Tai Sui

Lord Tai Sui is known as Star Lord of Years & Age, who administrates people’s good
and bad fate. The Lord Tai Sui rotates year by year and the cycle starts over every sixty
years. The Lord Tai Shi of that year is knows as “On-Duty Tai Sui,” “When the Star
Lord is right on your top, you will have no good luck but bad luck. When the Star Lord
comes to appear, you may lose your fortune if you don't get sick.” Because Star Lord
Tai Sui has high position and authorization, people respect him in awe and fear to get
in trouble by irritating Tai Sui. Therefore, all believers will worship the Star Lord when
their birth year face clash with the Tai Sui of the year and pray for safety and everything
going smoothly in whole year.
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